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My gorbelly host, that in many a year could not without grunting
crawl over a threshold but two foot broad, leapt half a yard from the
corse (it was measured by a carpenter's rule) as nimbly as if his guts
had been taken out by the hangman. Out of the house he wallowed
presently, being followed with two or three dozen of napkins to dry
up the lard that ran so fast down his heels, that all the way he went
was more greasy than a kitchen-stuff wife's basket.
This same year Dekker brought out the first booklet in which he
broadly paraphrased a foreign masterpiece of popular diolleiy and
adapted it to the peculiarities of his countrymen. That cynical
eulogy of a young wife's humours, Les Quinze Joies de Mariage
(c. 1464), attributed to Antoine de la Sale on the strength of an
acrostic in one of the manuscripts, was a favouiite satiie in the days
of the jest-books, the commonest butt of which was woman and
marriage. A coarse English rendering, sold as a chap-book down to
the eighteenth century, under the title, The Fifteen Comforts of Rash
and Inconsiderate Marriage ; or. Select Animadversions upon the
Miscarriages of a JVedded State. The fourth edition, to which
"Three Comforts" are added, is dated 1694. Dekker's free and
masterly version of La Sale's fifteen chapters he entitled The
Batchelars Banquet, " pleasantly," and it is the appropriate word,
" discoursing the variable humours of women, their quickness of
wits, and unsearchable deceits."
His next tract, The Seuen deadly Sinnes of London : Drawn in
Seuen seuerall Coaches, through the seuen seuerall gates of the Citie,
bringing the Plague with them (1606), is largely the counterpart of
Nashe's Pierce Penilesse, in which the Deadly Sins had been depicted
in their latest modern guise.1 Dekker likewise shows them at home
in London, to which they are ceremoniously admitted in a seven
days' triumph, and entertained by their devotees. Dekker gives them
new names, answering to the newest fashions of vice and knavery
—Apishnesse, or foppery; Candle-light, the sins of darkness;
Shaving, or fraudulent dealing ; Politick Bankruptisme, the process
by which Bunyan's Mr Badman was to make himself rich ; and
Lying, Sloth, Crueltie. Under the old designations he paints the
follies and vices of a more sophisticated and more turbulent age, in
which, however, many iniquities were dissembled under the cloak
1 See p, 156.

